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Daily Readings and Prayer Themes
15th-23rd May 2026


Daily Prayer on the Pilgrimage
While on pilgrimage we will follow a flexible pattern of prayer which will be anchored by some fixed points. 
Each morning there will be Morning prayer at 8 am before registration; Midday prayers; Evening prayer together at the end of the walk and for those staying overnight we will end the day with night prayer at 9 pm.  We will use the Daily Prayer App from the Church of England combined with readings from Mark’s gospel.
There will be further prayers before we leave and then during the day we will be stopping in churches and at other times for prayer and silence. Sometimes this will be as a group, at other times it will be led by local church leaders.
During our nine days we will read through the whole of Mark’s Gospel with five readings as we go through the day. Alongside those readings there are some suggested themes for you to bear in mind and prayer as you walk the route.

Day 1 Swindon Deanery 
Our journey begins: The Call and the Kingdom
1. Mark 1:1–13 – The beginning: John, Jesus’ baptism, and testing
2. Mark 1:14–28 – The kingdom proclaimed; authority revealed
3. Mark 1:29–45 – Healing, prayer, and the widening mission

Prayer themes: 
· For our churches as they build ‘straight paths’ to help people meet Jesus
· For those preparing for baptism and confirmation
· For those experiencing temptation and dark times
· For those responding to God’s call and those who have yet to hear his voice
· For those longing for healing and hope
· For those called to the ministry of evangelism
· For teachers and schools and the Bristol Diocesan Board of Education as they support church schools
· For the work of Bible Society


Day 2 North Wilts Deanery 
Power and Parables by the Sea
1. Mark 2:1–17 – Forgiveness and controversy
2. Mark 2:18–3:6 – New wine and conflict with religious power
3. Mark 3:7–19 – The Twelve appointed
4. Mark 3:20–35 – True family redefined
5. Mark 4:1–20 – The parable of the sower

Prayer themes: 
· For those struggling to forgive, or longing for forgiveness
· For those who feel unworthy of God’s love and judged by his church
· For the pouring out of ‘new wine’, especially as we wait for a new bishop
· For a growing sense across our diocese that all are called as disciples
· For the unity of the church
· For families to be places of health and flourishing
· For those without families, that they may find new family in Jesus
· For those passing on faith to children and young people
· For the pollinator pathway and the growth of God’s Kingdom
· For care of creation and the preservation of the world on which we depend for life and health

Day 3 North Wilts to Chippenham Deanery 
Authority Over Chaos
1. Mark 4:21–34 – The hidden and growing kingdom
2. Mark 4:35–41 – Calming the storm
3. Mark 5:1–20 – Liberation in Gentile territory
4. Mark 5:21–34 – Healing on the way
6. Mark 5:35–43 – Life restored

Prayer themes: 
· For the precious seeds of God’s kingdom, growing unseen all around us
· For light in the darkness and the courage to live in the light every day
· For those planting seeds of faith
· For those longing for calm in the midst of storm
· For the ability to see God at work in unexpected places
· For those who long for liberation and healing
· For those who are celebrating God’s work in their lives
· For Christians living out their faith every day

Day 4 Chippenham Deanery 
Rejection and Insight 
1. Mark 6:1–13 – Rejection at Nazareth; mission continues
2. Mark 6:14–29 – Cost of prophetic witness
3. Mark 6:30–44 – Feeding in the wilderness
4. Mark 6:45–56 – Walking on the water
5. Mark 7:1–23 – What truly defiles

Prayer themes:
· For those struggling with the cost of their calling
· For those who have given up everything to follow God
· For mission partners both at home and overseas
· For our Licensed Lay Ministers and those who support them in training and ministry
· For those who are sacrificing their lives to follow Jesus, remembering those who have died for their faith
· For the hungry and those who find it hard to trust God for the future
· For those gripped by fear or anxiety that they may take Jesus’ hand and walk confidently with him
· For hearts filled with love for God and his commands, not human plans
· For a focus on inward holiness over outward observance

Day 5 Chippenham to KSG Deanery 
Seeing Clearly on the Way
1. Mark 7:24–37 – Outsiders see clearly
2. Mark 8:1–21 – Bread and misunderstanding
3. Mark 8:22–30 – Sight restored; confession made
4. Mark 8:31–38 – The cost of discipleship
5. Mark 9:2–13 – Glory revealed on the mountain

Prayer themes:
· For tough feet and a deepening vision as the road grows harder, that we may never lose hope
· For those we meet that they may encounter Jesus in us
· For ears to be opened and eyes to see clearly
· For a deeper understanding of what it means to follow Jesus every day
· For our churches helping all ages to grow in faith and trust, for youth workers and volunteers
· For deeper levels of commitment to God’s call
· For all to see Jesus for who he really is and for those evangelists with a particular gift to make his name known


Day 6 KSG Deanery 
Learning What the Kingdom Is
1. Mark 9:14–29 – Faith amid struggle
2. Mark 9:30–37 – Greatness redefined
3. Mark 9:38–50 – Radical allegiance
4. Mark 10:1–16 – Faith like a child
5. Mark 10:17–31 – The cost of riches

Prayer themes:
· For lives where power, value, and ambition are shaped by Jesus, not by self interest
· For those who have got caught up in the desire for greatness and forgotten the importance of community
· For the gift of grace in our lives that others may grow and flourish, that we may decrease that others may live
· For those whose marriages have failed that they may find wholeness and hope
· For the gift of a childlike faith rooted in trust in Jesus
· For children and young people to grow in faith
· For greater justice and equity in our communities
· For rich and poor to bring all they have under Jesus’ authority



Day 7 Bristol West Deanery 
The Road to Jerusalem 
1. Mark 10:32–45 – The way of suffering service
2. Mark 10:46–52 – Blindness healed on the road
3. Mark 11:1–11 – Entering Jerusalem
4. Mark 11:12–25 – Judgment and prayer
5. Mark 12:1–12 – The rejected Son

Prayer themes:
· For our leaders in the church and new bishop – that we may all live first as servants of Jesus
· For changed lives in response to past failings
· For those of all races and backgrounds to be united
· For those who long to see again, for miracles of healing and hope
· For our hospitals and health services
· For renewed faith in our churches and communities
· For a church shaped by constant forgiveness and grace
· For courage to speak out for God and to challenge injustice wherever we find it
· For the persecuted and rejected, the homeless and displaced



Day 8 Bristol South Deanery 
Teaching in the Shadow of the Cross
1. Mark 12:13–27 – Faithfulness under pressure
2. Mark 12:28–44 – Loving God fully
3. Mark 13:1–23 – Watchfulness in troubled times
4. Mark 14:1–11 – Devotion and betrayal
5. Mark 14:12–31 – The meal and the warning

Prayer themes: 
· For those who pray faithfully and without ceasing
· For our local authorities, for government and councils
· For peace in our troubled world
· For the gift of trust and faith when all around us seems chaotic and frightening
· For those who are anxious and overwhelmed
· For those hurt by those they love or systems they have trusted, or whose hopes have been disappointed
· For the generosity of those who wash our feet and bless us beyond all expectation 



Day 9 City Deanery 
Journey’s End and New Beginning
1. Mark 14:32–52 – Gethsemane and arrest
2. Mark 15:1–39 – The crucifixion
3. Mark 15:40–16:8 (or 16:1–8) – Death, silence, and resurrection promise

Prayer themes:
· For those who carry guilt or feel they have let God down
· For the strength to face all that God calls us towards
· For the courage to drink the cup of suffering
· For restoration and the renewing of faith
· For signs of resurrection and new life within our communities
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