A Month of Musical Worship
Background
Joining a particular church often means joining a particular culture. In many cases that culture is largely determined by the music of worship. As music tastes are many and varied, this creates a wealth of different cultures in the Anglican church. This, in turn, creates the need to ‘shop around’ to find a culture which resonates with your own. It also limits cultural diversity in any particular congregation.
Music for worship is not music for the concert hall. Music’s focus is participation in worship, not performance for worship. At its best, music encourages transcendence in worship, it enables communion with the living God.
This month, we will sample a series of different worship music styles in an effort to help your worship of God to deepen.
Week 1
Anglicanism was born with the daily offices of Morning and Evening Prayer. Choral versions soon developed ‘in places where they sing’. This week, we shall appreciate three canticles from these services, together with an anthem, the Exsultet (sung at Easter) and a congregational hymn.
Listen to each at a separate session, then explore (i) how it made you feel and (ii) how catalysing of worship it was for you.
Magnificat (from Evensong)			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6fyIKS5s5M 
Jubilate Deo (from Matins)			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfOae8ii1d4
Nunc Dimittis (from Evensong and TV)		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqLqJEIq6A8
‘I was Glad’ (Anthem)				https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Mx0nEGyt4w
The Exsultet 					https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dfJgZd34Qn4&list=PPSV
‘There’s a wideness in God’s mercy’		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kamADrlPEDs&list=PPSV
Week 2
This week takes a different cultural approach to worship, through Taizé and Parish Communion settings. Again explore each day your feelings and how your worship of God is facilitated. As these are designed for congregational participation, repeating the clips and singing along is encouraged!
‘In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful’		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zcHRidNRtcY
‘Lord, hear my prayer’				https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BWKmahZgLM
‘Bless the Lord, my soul’			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGrMAr5YX80
‘Veni Sancte Spiritus’					https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=us-v4slsUX4
Salisbury Communion Setting by Ives		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kScru6GpXxA	
Communion Setting by Dove			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4QzS4mdyGo&list=PPSV 
Communion Setting by Thorne			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3f4FJs82rU
Week 3
This week we shall look at much more informal worship songs from Solu Israel (a Jewish-Christian Millennialist group) and Graham Kendrick. How does each of the worship songs make you feel? Which lines of the songs had particular impact for you? What new insights do they deliver for your own faith and practice?
‘In the desert’					https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHn1POJovZA
‘So much Grace’				https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhXLo3ogr7Q&list=PPSV
‘Send your Spirit’				https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuxdT0TkJ1o&list=PPSV
‘Knowing You’					https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaITFgMjzpU
‘From heaven you came’			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VeQrWmvCms
Psalm 91					https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Phr63WTUaLo
Week 4
In the final week, we look to transcending the music to an experience of God. Simply use these works to encounter the Divine without analysis. 
‘God is with us’ Tavener			https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIkckDyba-U&list=PPSV
‘Thrinos’ (a lament for the dead) Tavener	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BgbATcEcdOQ
‘Cherubic Hymn’ (before Orthodox Communion)	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Cg-TyfX6U4
‘Only a Holy God’				 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HSdeeCm8_g
‘Laudate Dominum’				https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdbLuzixaZY&list=PPSV
Psalm 150					https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90GonV40di8&list=PPSV
At the end of the week, ask yourself which type(s) of music have drawn you closer to experiencing God’s Presence.
[A comment on hearing acuity: Many older folk lose the high frequency end of their hearing range and/or their ability to pick up harmony from background noise. Both impair their enjoyment of church music. Hearing aids can correct this for speech, but this can result in a warbling of notes in the soprano range. Only expensive hearing aids can be tuned to the solfa scale to avoid this problem. What is heard is often quite unlike what is sung, unfortunately.]
Finally, review your musical month. What has surprised or pleased you? What has touched your soul? How might you follow this up?
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