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Thank you for your interest in the Equipping God’s People course and/or Licensed Lay Minister training. We hope the following information will answer all your questions.
The Equipping God’s People (EGP) course:

· is offered jointly by the Diocese of Bristol and the Methodist Church Bristol District and is based on the Methodist Local Preacher training course

· runs for 2 years meeting in groups for 2 hours fortnightly with 4 extra Saturdays (followed by a one term Pastoral Care course and placement for those going on to be Lay Ministers)

· is based on 17 course units for individual study at home supported by group meetings of up to 12 students lead by 2 tutors, ideally 1 Methodist and one Anglican 

· can be attended in the Bristol, Chippenham or Swindon areas, subject to enough students applying

· starts in late September/early October each year 
· integrates basic Christian doctrine with practical experience in leading services or Bible studies and giving talks (as negotiated with your vicar whose support we will request)

· will require you to complete essays and assignments, for example preparing a service outline or notes for a sermon

· is likely to involve 24 hours of your time a month in addition to your fortnightly meetings

· will require you to buy or borrow further books 

· will include both Methodist students learning to become Local Preachers and Anglican 
(C of E) students who may or may not be aiming at becoming Licensed Lay Ministers

· will help you discover or confirm if you are called to become an Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) or other role

· will cost £255 which includes the 17 printed course units, a book ‘Learning for Ministry, 4 study days, a set of art postcards and the loan of a tape and CD 
£55 of this is requested on booking. We will invoice you in February for £100 and for the final £100 a year later. You can ask your PCC for help with paying the fees, especially if you are hoping to use the course to help you serve the parish in some way 

Pilot LLM Training at Trinity College

In September 2009 we will be piloting a new training course for Licensed Lay Ministers to be delivered by Trinity College in Bristol.  It will allow LLMs to train alongside our OLM ordinands and benefit from training in a collaborative environment.  It will be taught weekly over a two year period with 4 Saturdays per year and will be at university certificate level (1st year degree standard).  As the cost of this training is greater than our present EGP course, any LLM candidate wanting to train in this way rather than on the EGP course will need to go to a Discernment Day in order to sign up for this course.  Places will be limited this year as it is a pilot and pre-selection is mandatory.  The cost to students will be £255, payment details as for EGP. 
If you are thinking about becoming an Anglican Licensed Lay Minister (Reader):

· you should pray about it
· you should talk to your vicar. As well as his/her guidance, you will need the support of your vicar and your PCC 

· you will need to enrol on the EGP course or the Trinity course, but please note that enrolment on EGP does not automatically mean you will be selected as a Licensed Lay Minister

· Enrolment on the Trinity course is only possible for those who have been selected

· you will be able to get advice from your EGP tutor about the selection process or from Rev Sam Rushton, by phone on 0117 9060 100, by email sam.rushton@bristoldiocese.org  or by post   The Rev S Rushton, Church House, 23 Great George Street, BRISTOL, BS1 5QZ
· you will have to attend a Selection Day, probably before the start of the second year if on EGP course. These are held twice a year.

· At the end of the EGP course, all those who have been selected for training as LLMs will be required to do a seven week pastoral care course and a short parish placement before being admitted and licensed This enables us to meet the national Ministry Division requirements for Reader training.

· For those not wishing to be admitted and licensed as Lay Ministers, the EGP course ends with unit 17 and no placement or pastoral care training is required but you can request to do it

· There will be a weekend residential retreat shortly before licensing

· If you have already done a similar theological course, please contact Derek Chedzey for advice. by phone on 0117 9060 100, by email derek.chedzey@bristoldiocese.org  or by post    The Rev D Chedzey, Church House, 23 Great George Street, BRISTOL, BS1 5QZ


 If you would like to book a place on the EGP course, please:

· choose a first and second choice of venue, if possible, from the list of venues and dates which can be found on the website
· fill in the booking form, also available on the website, indicating a first and second choice of venue if possible

· send it to Mrs Stella O’Brien, Church House, 23 Great George Street, BRISTOL, BS1 5QZ enclosing a cheque for £55 payable to B.D.B.F. We will not bank this until we have enough bookings to enable the course to run at the venue you have chosen.
If you would like to book a place on the Trinity course, please:

Indicate this on the booking form and the Rev Derek Chedzey will be in touch with you about the selection process.
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