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EQUIPPING GOD’S PEOPLE
Equipping God’s People is a training course in basic Christian doctrine, but with a practical emphasis.  Though primarily designed for those who wish to become Lay Ministers (Readers) in the Diocese, it is suitable for those who simply wish to serve the local church in some form of practical lay ministry.  The practical emphasis of the course gives students experience early on, thus helping them to confirm or discover a call to Readership (or to some other role), and it provides opportunities for them to apply what they are learning to leading worship, writing and preaching sermons, and other activities such as Bible study leadership.  

The course is derived from the Methodist Faith and Worship course.  Rather than study each of the traditional divisions of theology in turn, the course takes an integrated approach, and works in a spiral, so that, for example, work on the Gospels and the person of Jesus early in the course is followed a few units later by different aspects of Christology, and a few units later again, by the Atonement and the Resurrection.  This allows students to build on their knowledge and deepen their understanding, as they encounter and revisit new aspects of theology.  In addition, the theological disciplines are integrated with the acquiring of practical skills; so, for example, when studying an Old Testament passage, the student may be guided to look at a hymn which illustrates it, or invited to write a prayer of adoration when reading about the nature of God.  

While the course material is studied by students on their own, it is written in an interactive style.  In order to learn, students interact with the units and through it with the people who have written them.  There are frequent opportunities to read the Bible, to reflect, and to do various activities.  Some issues designed for discussion in the tutorial sessions are marked as such, allowing tutors to see how students are engaging with the subject.  Tutorial sessions also include an overview of material studied, clarifying anything which students have found difficult, some focus on how they are coping with the practical demands of worship and preaching, and a short time of worship, led by students in turn.  Further support will be available from your tutor by email or phone.

The course is designed to help students increase in knowledge, in Christian conviction, and in practical competence.  As knowledge and experience grows, and as convictions deepen, so competence will increase.  

COURSE SYLLABUS
Stage One: Initial Exploration of Local Preacher and Lay Minister (Reader) Ministry

Unit 1
Starting Out

An introduction to preaching and to the whole course, including its content and method of study.

Unit 2
Introduction to worship and preaching

An initial look at the structure of worship, and sermon, and service preparation.

Unit 3
Jesus through the eyes of Mark

An introduction to the study of the Gospels through the study of Mark’s Gospel. 

(At the end of this unit you will prepare a service and sermon. )

Module A: The Role of a Preacher within the Life of the Church
A study day exploring the role of a Local Preacher or Lay Minister (Reader) within the life of the Church.

Stage Two

Unit 4 The Teaching of Jesus

How the different Gospel writers present the teaching of Jesus.

Unit 5 Exploring the Bible

The variety of material, the implications of its variety and an outline of the biblical story.

Unit 6 Picturing God

How do we know God? What can we know about God?

Unit 7 Origins of Christian Worship

What were the main forms and attributes of worship in the Old and New Testaments and the Early Church? How are they reflected in worship today?

Unit 8 Praising God

A practical unit on offering praise to God through hymns, psalms, prayers and worship.

Unit 9 Picturing Jesus
An introduction to the traditional theological language in which the person of Jesus has been described.

Unit 10 The Holy Spirit
This unit helps towards a fuller and deeper understanding of the nature and work of the Holy Spirit through the Bible, Church and World.

Module B: Pastoral Dimensions of Local Preacher/Lay Minister (Reader) Preacher Ministry

A study day in year 1 exploring the pastoral aspects of Local Preacher and Lay Minister (Reader) Ministry.

Stage Three

Unit 11 The human condition

An exploration of what it is to be human, using biblical and other insights.

Unit 12 The work of Christ

How the work of Christ brings God and humanity together.

Unit 13 New life in Christ

An exploration of inward and outward spirituality, the devotional and social life, personal and social ethics.

Unit 14 The prophets

This gives an understanding of what prophets were, said and did. It shows their relevance for New Testament times and for today.

Unit 15 The kingdom of God and the Church

The nature, purpose and mission of the Church and its relationship to the kingdom of God.

Unit 16 The bright succession

An overview of Church history with a particular emphasis on the place of worship and preaching. An overview of how Methodism and Anglicanism have developed.

Unit 17 Enduring convictions: John’s Gospel
An exploration of key features of John’s Gospel.  These are then used to aid reflection on preaching and leading worship, and on how far convictions evident in the Gospel are still convictions for Christians today.

Module C: Working with Groups and Teaching within the Life of the Church
A day school during Year 2, exploring how groups work, working with groups and teaching within the life of the Church.

Module D: Mission in a changing context
A day school during year 2 looking at mission and evangelism






