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Welcome to our Diocesan Easter Eucharist; this order of service is offered so that you may join in 

this service at home as much as possible. In this broadcast service, we cannot receive the Holy 

Communion in a physical form. However, ‘Spiritual Communion’ has been used historically to 

describe the means of grace by which a person, prevented for some serious reason from sharing in 

a celebration of the Eucharist, nonetheless shares in the communion of Jesus Christ. A form of 

Spiritual Communion is included at the end of this order of service. 

The hymns, included at the beginning and end of the service, are for you to read or sing at home as 

you wish. You may also wish to join in with the Psalm and the responses which are printed in bold. 

Hymn 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

But the pain which He endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

Now above the sky He's King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

Lyra Davidica 1708 

Greeting 

 In the name of the  Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

 The Bishop may give some words of welcome 
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Confession 
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

1 Corinthians 5.7,8 

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with the living bread. 

Lord, have mercy. 

President May the God of love and power  

forgive us and free us from our sins,  

heal and strength us by his Spirit,  

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

 

Collect of the Day 

President Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory.  

 

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. 

All Amen. 

  

 

 Gloria Missa Aeterna Christi Munera – Palestrina 
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Psalm.                                               Psalm 118: 14-24 

The Lord is my strength and my song,   

and he has become my salvation. 

Joyful shouts of salvation   

sound from the tents of the righteous: 

‘The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds; 

    the right hand of the Lord raises up;   

the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’ 

I shall not die, but live   

and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord has punished me sorely,   

but he has not given me over to death. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,   

that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord;   

the righteous shall enter through it. 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me   

and have become my salvation. 

The stone which the builders rejected   

has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord’s doing,   

and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made;   

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

All       Alleluia. 

He has defeated the powers of death. 

All       Alleluia. 

Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 

All       Alleluia. 

He has the words of eternal life. 

All       Alleluia. 

  

Gospel Matthew 28. 1-10 

 

 Hear the  Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there 

was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook 

and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be 

afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not 

here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, 

and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” 

This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and 

great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 

‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped 

him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 
to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon The Bishop of Bristol 
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Prayers of Intercession  

 

Peace 
     

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 

 Alleluia!  

 

 The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

All and also with you.  

Alleluia! 

Taking of the Bread and Wine  

and Preparation of the Altar 

President Be present, be present, Lord Jesus Christ, 

our risen high priest; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 

All Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works.  

For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory.  

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal.  

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
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while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory.  

 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Sanctus and Benedictus  

Missa Aeterna Christi Munera – Palestrina 

 

President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the 

power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of 

bread and wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 

thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying,  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:  

All Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life. 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

 And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world, 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption; 

as we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we in the company of Mary, the Virgin Mother of the Lord, 
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Mary Magdalene, John the Baptist, and all the holy apostles and martyrs, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 Jesus taught us to call God our Father, 

and so with confidence let us pray: 

All Our Father, 

who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The President breaks the bread. 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei Missa Aeterna Christi Munera – Palestrina 

Giving of Communion 

 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

You may like to say this prayer at home in place of receiving Communion  

All Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have 

given me, for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you 
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more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  

After the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester  

 

Motet  Surrexit – J-M Vidor 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

All Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

Blessing and Dismissal 

President Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 God the Father,  

by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 

All Amen. 

 God the Son,  

who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory, 

give you joy as you share the Easter faith.  

All Amen. 

 God the Holy Spirit,  

who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 

empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.   

All Amen. 

 And the blessing of God almighty, 

the  Father,  

the Son,  
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and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you  

and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 

President With the risen life of Christ within you,  

go in the peace of Christ. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

All Thanks be to God.  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 
This hymn is included for you to read or sing at home as you wish.  

Hymn  

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 

  Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

  Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing; 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:  

     Refrain 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 

life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife, 

make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:  

     Refrain 

Words: French, Edmond Budry 1854-1932  

 
Following this Eucharist the Cathedral Choir will sing ‘This Joyful Eastertide’ on Bristol 

Cathedral website and the Cathedral’s YouTube channel. 

Words by George Ratcliffe Woodward; music arr. Charles Wood 

 

 

 

In these most unusual of days,  
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we wish you a very happy and joyous Easter  
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An act of Spiritual Communion  

In making a Spiritual Communion, you may wish to pray all or part of the following, as you are able.  

You may wish to find a space for prayer in front of a cross, a candle, or a special place. You might choose to make 
your Spiritual Communion at a particular time of day, or after viewing a live streamed service.  

Reflect on the day and on your relationships.  

 -  What good things have come from God today?  
 -  Where have I fallen short?  
 -  What might I do tomorrow?  

You may wish to say or pray  

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

Read the following words from Scripture. If you have access to today’s readings for Holy Communion, you may wish to 

read and reflect on them.  

Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me 
will never be thirsty.’  

John 6.35  

Pray for the needs of the world, for your local community, and for those close to you. End with the Lord’s Prayer.  

Our Father...  

Give thanks for the saving death and resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with you now.  

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given me,  

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 

and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester  

You might then add one or more of the following prayers:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples,  

‘I am with you always’. 

Be with me today, as I offer myself to you.  

Hear my prayers for others and for myself,  

and keep me in your care. Amen.  
 

O God, 

help me to trust you, 

help me to know that you are with me, 

help me to believe that nothing can separate me from your love  

revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Lord, in these days of mercy,  

make us quiet and prayerful; 

in these days of challenge,  

make us stronger in you;  
in these days of emptiness, 

take possession of us; 

in these days of waiting, 

open our hearts to the mystery of your cross.  

Angela Ashwin  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you most humble and hearty thanks 

for all your goodness and loving kindness. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 

all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 

and that we show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips but in our lives, 

by giving up ourselves to your service, 

and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honour and glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Conclude with the following:  

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. Amen.  

 


