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14 October 2011
Incumbents and Treasurers and Churchwardens

Dear Friends

Web-based collection of parish data

You will be used to the annual completion of the various forms that provide data for both national and diocesan analysis of financial and attendance statistics. Up ‘till now these have been sent our hard copy by our Finance Department to Treasurers in December or January.

We are delighted to announce that the national Church has developed a web-based system to collect these annual returns to replace these rather cumbersome, paper-based processes. I am writing to you now to introduce this new system and ask your parish to nominate a key parish contact for these purposes.

The benefits of the new system are various: not only will this make it easier to complete these forms in the parish, it will also cut out significant administration in the diocesan office and reduce the time it takes to perform the analysis at national level so we will all have data more immediately. Once entered, your parish will immediately be able to compare statistics against previous years and the Diocese and national Church will be able to build up a coherent picture of the mission of the Church.

A parish contact manages access to the system locally, although different people can be issued with the login information to enable the different forms to be completed quickly and easily. The online forms, which replicate the paper forms currently being used, provide a range of sense checks as the data is entered, which it is hoped will improve the completeness and consistency  of the data. 

You will have a range off facilities to help manage the inputting and, once entered, a series of six different charts and data tables are available for download for use in presentations etc., showing the progression in the parish’s figures over the last 10 years. Some comparison with the average for the diocese will also be presented.

As A Diocese, parishes have really made an effort in recent years to provide this data which has reflected a growing Church. We want to build on this in the coming years and are keen to support you. We have also reviewed how we gather data as a diocese, and we will no longer collect this at triennial inspection level to ensure out information gathering is as efficient and sensitive as possible.

At this stage, we need you to tell us who will be the key parish contact so that we can distribute the login usernames and passwords. Our practice has been to send to Treasurers, but this is your opportunity to decide who in your parish should take the lead in this process.

Diocesan Officers are being provided with training so we can help with queries – having tested the site myself, I can assure you that it is very quick and easy, and can be done in stages as information becomes available.  This will mean, for instance, that as soon as you have completed your October count, you can complete that part of the form. Further information can be found overleaf.

Please feel free to telephone David Hargrave or myself if you have any concerns about how this is going to work in your parish.
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Yours sincerely,

Lesley E. Farrall 

Email: lesley.farrall@bristoldiocese.org
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