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Adviser for Licensed Ministry

6 November 2009
Dear colleagues
Licensed Lay Ministers (Readers) and their Expenses in the Bristol Diocese 

I am writing as Chair of the Council for Licensed Lay Ministry (Readers Council) to provide you with our Diocesan Policy guidelines for the remuneration of expenses for Licensed Lay Ministers (LLMs).

As you will know, the ministry of our LLMs is greatly appreciated in Bristol Diocese and our Strategy for Growth has seen a large increase in the numbers offering themselves for this ministry over recent years.  The Bishop of Bristol and his staff team have been greatly encouraged by the contribution that LLMs have been making in all areas of Diocesan life and to the outworking of our Strategy.
In the vast majority of our parishes, LLMs are valued members of Ministry teams and this has been shown in the way PCCs ensure that their expenses are properly met.  However, the provision of expenses is by no means uniform and, in a minority of parishes, LLMs are being treated poorly by PCCs. 

In order to provide clear guidelines on this matter, the Council for Lay Ministry asked Richard Willerton to work on a Policy for the Diocese.  He has done this exceptionally well and we are hugely grateful to him.  The Policy was unanimously approved by the Council for Lay Ministry and sent to the Bishop’s Council.  At its meeting in September 2009, the Bishop’s Council unanimously approved and adopted the Policy.  I am now sending it to you for consideration and implementation by your PCCs.  Please would you arrange for this to be done at the earliest opportunity.

This information is being sent electronically for reasons of cost and efficiency.  There are some LLMs who are not use email and we would ask their LLM colleagues, Incumbents and PCC Secretaries, to draw it to their attention.  A copy will also be posted on the Diocesan website from which it may be downloaded. 

The Council very much hopes that you will find these guidelines helpful and of real benefit to this significant ministry.
With every good wish and blessing in Christ

  +Lee

Lee Rayfield
bishop.swindon@bristoldiocese.org
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